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Northland Building Conference Room #118 - 5:00 p.m.

· Welcome 
· CERTs Clean Energy Convergence: Learn, Connect, Act; update by Rob Raplinger & Paul Monacelli
· CERTs Meeting – Excited Energy on the Iron Range: Iron Range Partnership for Sustainability (VSTF is a member of IRPS) and the NE Regional CERT
· Thursday, March 3rd, 1-4 pm
· Iron Range Resources, 4261 Highway 53 S Eveleth, MN 55734-4101 (218) 735-3000

· Purpose is for CERTs to network and learn about the exciting clean energy synergies happening on the Iron Range and get a sneak peak at the Iron Range Earth Fest coming up April 9th
· Agenda - Ardy Nurmi-Wilberg, Teresa Sieckert & Bill Mittelfehldt coordinating

· How does VSTF wish to be presented, who is available?

· Olcott Park Greenhouse, New hours - Update by Paul Monacelli
· Community Gardening/Local Food Initiative, Update by Jeff Kroll

· Next Meeting: 
· Virginia’s non-biodegradable garbage bag
· Everyday Guide to Sustainable Living, Teresa Sieckert
· MN GreenStep Cities Program – www.mnGreenStep.org, 

· STEP ONE: Build community knowledge and interest  

· Presentation to City - Committee of the Whole Meeting by Bill Mittelfehldt on 9/21/10

· Presentation to Residents – VSTF members attended 7/29 meeting

· Other suggestions: Iron Range Earth Fest, April 9, 2011
· STEP TWO: Approve a city council resolution to work toward GreenStep Cities recognition 

· Determine City Category - worksheet sent to John Tourville (no reply)
· Requirements – establish using city category 

· City Resolution - 

· Determine GreenStep coordinator, prepare Resolution 

· VSTF member Rob to meet with City Committee of the Whole to introduce resolution for city council approval.  

· Other

· Next VSTF Meeting: 3/9/11 at 5 p.m. [2nd Wednesday of the month at 5 p.m.]

· Northland Building Conference Room #118.
· Preparing for the Iron Range Earth Fest
· DEEP Sustainability Speaker Series, Dean Talbott, Co-sponsor with IRPS – Don Graves Coordinator
· Upcoming Sustainable Events:
· Solar Energy 101 with Jessie Dahl, February 13, 2011; Messiah Lutheran Church, 1-3 PM
· Everyday Design Conference & Expo by Minnesota Power, Duluth, February 22 & 23. 
· Register at http://www.duluthenergydesign.com/.
· 2011 Energy Symposium Speaker Series in Ely, at Vermilion Community College 
· (series posted on the VSTF website)
· Food, Food Systems & the New Regionalism Speaker Series at UMD 2/17, 2/18… 
· (series posted on the VSTF website)
· Iron Range Earth Fest, April 9th, Mountain Iron www.ironrangeearthfest.org
· Land of the Loon Festival, June 18-19th, 2011 (Celebrating 35 years)
· Recycling set-up June 16th . Location: Olcott Park, Virginia, MN; 
· VSTF providing recycling services.  Rob Raplinger - volunteer. 
· Bins available from Mary McReynolds, St. Louis Co. Environmental Services Dept. 
· Sustainable Incentives:
· Small Wind Turbine Rebates - Minnesota’s Office of Energy Security recently introduced wind turbine rebates for businesses with 20 or fewer full-time employees (Non-profits also qualify assuming they meet all other criteria). The rebates are for up to 35% project costs, capped at $25,000. As of 2/5/11 rebates were still available. For more information go to the CERTs website or MN Office of Energy Security at http://www.state.mn.us/portal/mn/jsp/home.do?agency=Energy
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